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NATIONAL BOOK CRITICS CIRCLE AWARD WINNERThis groundbreaking book offers the first

global history of the loyalist exodus to Canada, the Caribbean, Sierra Leone, India, and beyond.At

the end of the American Revolution, sixty thousand Americans loyal to the British cause fled the

United States and became refugees throughout the British Empire. Libertyâ€™s Exiles tells their

story. This surprising new account of the founding of the United States and the shaping of the

post-revolutionary world traces extraordinary journeys like the one of Elizabeth Johnston, a young

mother from Georgia, who led her growing family to Britain, Jamaica, and Canada, questing for a

home; black loyalists such as David George, who escaped from slavery in Virginia and went on to

found Baptist congregations in Nova Scotia and Sierra Leone; and Mohawk Indian leader Joseph

Brant, who tried to find autonomy for his people in Ontario. Ambitious, original, and personality-filled,

this book is at once an intimate narrative history and a provocative analysis that changes how we

see the revolutionâ€™s â€œlosersâ€• and their legacies.
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The "other side" of the American Revolution's story is almost never mentioned in the US. As a

reader of history, I was aware of the exodus from NYC and as a native of Western NY, I knew about

land grants in Canada to loyalists; however, I had never heard of the "Spirit of 1783", or considered

the rights and liberties that might be available through the British model at the time, nor knew that

the burning for the US capitol in the War of 1812 was in response to US looting and the burning



Upper Canada's parliament. This is the very short list of facts and sentiments that were new to

me.Maya Jasanoff begins by describing the plight of the Loyalists during the Revolution. US

literature covers the treatment of settlers, POWs and patriots at the hands of the British, but this was

my first encounter with what would be considered today as war crimes committed by the US

patriots. Jasanoff also writes how families were passionately divided, including the famous rift in the

Benjamin Franklin family. Through these descriptions, you see the trauma of the Loyalists before

their exodus ordeal even began.Jasanoff presents England's surrender as a strategic retreat.

England had more lucrative and enticing ventures than the American colonies (India, Australia and

the Caribbean to name a few). England expected that when independent, the American colonies

would eventually have to fight France rather than continue its military alliance against England.

England expected, in the long run, the colonies would see the advantages of re-uniting with the

growing Empire with which they shared a culture and language. Caught in this withdrawl were those

who remained loyal to Britain.This book, while heavily reliant on dry crusty records, is full of

compelling human interest stories.
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